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The nuclear arms race has left the United States and Russia with large plutonium stockpiles.
Both countries have had terrible experience with plutonium processing and its attendant wastes.
Contamination of areas such as Hanford, Savannah River, and Rocky Flats in the United States,
and Chelyabinsk, Tomsk, and Krasnoyarsk in Russia demonstrates the hazards of plutonium
processing, and the poor environmental and safety culture of the US Department of Energy
(DOE) and the Russian Ministry of Atomic Energy (Minatom).

With the end of the Cold War, we have the opportunity to redirect resources from nuclear
weapons programs into cleaning up the legacy of nuclear weapons development, and to other
needed programs. Under the pressure of people of both countries, the governments of the US and
Russia have between them declared 100 metric tons of plutonium (roughly one-third of the total)
to be "surplus™ to military needs. We recognize the need for this plutonium to be stored as safely
as possible, and to be converted into non-weapons-usable forms.

However, we are deeply disturbed by the primary method by which this conversion is planned.
We are convinced that using surplus weapons plutonium in fuel for nuclear reactors (known as
mixed-oxide or MOX fuel) is not an acceptable solution. A better method of disposition would
be to immobilize the plutonium -- that is, to mix it with ceramic or glass and to provide a
radioactive barrier to further prevent theft and diversion.

We are very concerned about the safety risks of using MOX fuel in existing reactors, almost
none of which are designed to run on plutonium fuel. According to a study released by the
Nuclear Control Institute in January, the use of a one-third core of warhead plutonium fuel in
U.S. nuclear reactors could result in up to a 37% increase in cancer risk to the public in the event
of a severe accident. Concerns are even greater in Russia. Many of the Russian reactors slated for
MOX use are old and will reach the end of their 30-year licensed lifetimes before the disposition
program is complete. Furthermore, Russian regulatory agencies do not have sufficient resources
or political standing to adequately ensure safety at a MOX fabrication facility and at reactors.

Furthermore, we are dismayed that the people of both countries have been cut out of the process



as decisions about plutonium disposition are made. The US has not ensured that Russian
programs funded with American money follow environmental and public participation
requirements. Joint US-Russian documents are largely unavailable to the Russian public, and the
Russian translation of a 1996 joint study was marked "for official use only." Within the US itself,
the DOE has made a mockery of the public participation process by issuing a contract for
production and irradiation of MOX fuel before issuing a final Environmental Impact Statement
and Record of Decision on the subject. It has also failed to include the input of communities
living near reactors that are proposed for MOX fuel irradiation. Much of the European
reprocessing and MOX performance record, cited by DOE as proof that MOX is a sound
technology, is secret, further hindering public participation.

We hear a number of contradictory things from the US and Russian governments about the
rationale behind a MOX program. DOE representatives say that the United States must support
MOX programs in both countries because Russia insists upon it. Meanwhile, Minatom has said
that it would prefer not to undertake a large-scale MOX program at the current time, and will do
so only with heavy funding from abroad.

Minatom officials claim that plutonium is a valuable energy resource. Yet by their own
estimates, plutonium-based nuclear energy will be more expensive than uranium-based nuclear
energy for at least several decades. US officials say that MOX is not being pursued for its energy
value but rather that it has been chosen to facilitate quick disposition of plutonium in Russia.
However, immobilization is likely to be a much faster and cheaper method of plutonium
disposition than MOX.

Finally, we are told that the MOX program is a non-proliferation measure. But under pressure
from nuclear establishments in both countries, the goal of stabilization and immobilization of
plutonium has been undermined by a program which threatens to push both countries into a
plutonium economy. Money makes policy. The larger the investment into plutonium facilities
under the auspices of a disposition program, the more likely it is that these facilities will continue
to be used for other purposes once the disposition program is completed. Furthermore, it is
apparent that international plutonium companies such as Cogema (France) and British Nuclear
Fuels, Ltd. are seeking to serve their own financial interests by pushing MOX.

Fresh MOX fuel in commerce presents a proliferation threat as the plutonium in it can be
removed and used for weapons purposes. A 1997 DOE non-proliferation assessment of
plutonium disposition found "that fresh MOX fuel remains a material in the most sensitive
safeguards category, because plutonium suitable for use in weapons could be separated from it
relatively quickly and easily."

It is clear to us that rather than solving the problem of placing plutonium into safe and secure
forms, a MOX program is likely to promote further plutonium processing and use, something
that is undesirable on environmental, safety, economic, and non-proliferation grounds.

Therefore, we call on the US and Russian governments to stop MOX disposition programs in
both countries. Instead, emphasis should be placed on safe storage and development of



immobilization programs.

Plutonium disposition programs must include significant and meaningful public input, including
access to all information, including costs and operating records of the various actors involved in
a disposition program. The public in the communities most directly affected should have ample
opportunity for meaningful input into the decision-making process. All US funding of Russian
programs should be contingent on compliance with the appropriate environmental and public
process laws.
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International Year of the Tiger Foundation
Victoria, British Columbia

Anne Williams
Lethbridge Network for Peace
Lethbridge, Alberta

Dr. Michael Wallace
Nanoose Conversion Project
Vancouver, British Columbia

Murray Rogers
Rogers' Environmental and Educational Foundation
Nanaimo, British Columbia

Norman Abbey
Society Promoting Environmental Conservation
Vancouver, British Columbia

Mark Connell
Sussex Society for the Public Interest
Sussex, New Brunswick

Jamie Simpson
Conservation Council of New Brunswick
Fredericton, New Brunswick

Beatriz Oliver
Montreal, Quebec

Rosalie Bertell, PhD, GNSH
Toronto, Ontario

France

Ms Solange Fernex

Womens International League for
Peace and Freedom - France
Biederthal



Germany

Bernd Damisch Working Circle Indians Today
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Yury Fominyh
Dobrolyubie charity
Chelyabinsk

Ashat Kayumov
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Moscow
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Nuclear and radiation safety program of SEU
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Friends of the Earth
London
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Manchester
United States

Adele Kushner
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Alto, Georgia

Susan Gordon
Alliance for Nuclear Accountability
Seattle, Washington
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Ten Mile, Tennessee
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Chernobyl Children's Project
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Chris Williams
Citizens Action Coalition of Indiana
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Citizens Awareness Network
Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts

Harvey Wasserman
Citizens Protecting Ohio
Bexley, Ohio

Norm Cohen
Coalition for Peace and Justice
Cape May New Jersey

Michael J. Keegan

Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes,
Citizen's Resistance at Fermi Two,

and Don't Waste Michigan Monroe, Michigan

Cyndy deBruler
Columbia River United
Hood River,Oregon

Daniel Hirsch
Committee to Bridge the Gap
Los Angeles, California

Lloyd Marbet
Don't Waste Oregon
Portland, Oregon

Ms. B.J. Medley
Earth Concerns of Oklahoma
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Paul Kawika Martin
EarthCulture
Washington, DC

Chris Trepal
Earth Day Coalition
Cleveland, Ohio

Judith Johnsrud
Environmental Coalition on Nuclear Power
State College, Pennsylvania

Steve Jambeck
EnviroVideo
Ft. Tilden, New York

Bob Darby and Tom Ferguson
Food Not Bombs



Atlanta, Georgia

Barbara Wiedner
Grandmothers for Peace International
Elk Grove, California

Damon Moglen
Greenpeace
Washington, DC

Starlene Rankin, Lionel Trepanier, and Marc Loveless
Greens / Green Party USA
Lawrence, Massachusetts

David Ellison
Green Party of Ohio
Cleveland, Ohio

Paige Knight
Hanford Watch
Portland, Oregon

Arjun Makhijani
Institute for Energy and Environmental Research
Takoma Park, Maryland

Robin Mills
Maryland Safe Energy Coalition
Baltimore, Maryland

Mary Lampert Massachusetts Citizens For Safe Energy
Boston, Massachusetts, and
St. Duxbury, Massachusetts

NC-WARN
Durham, NC

Judy Treichel
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force
Las Vegas, Nevada

George Crocker
North American Water Office
Lake Elmo, Minnesota

Paul L. Leventhal
Nuclear Control Institute
Washington, DC

Bill Smirnow
Nuclear Free New York



Huntington, New York

Michael Mariotte
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Washington, DC
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The Nuclear Resister
Tucson, Arizona
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Oregon PeaceWorks
Salem, Oregon

Gordon S. Clark
Peace Action
Washington, DC

Carol Jahnkow
Peace Resource Center of San Diego
San Diego, California

Judi Friedman, Chairperson
People's Action for Clean Energy, Inc.
Canton, Connecticut

Robert K. Musil, PhD
Physicians for Social Responsibility
Washington, DC
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Physicians for Social Responsibility Atlanta
Atlanta, Georgia

Barbara Warren, MD,MPH
Physicians for Social Responsibility Colorado
Denver, Colorado

Robert M. Gould, MD Greater SF-Bay Area Chapter
Physicians for Social Responsibility
San Francisco, California

Evan Kanter, MD, PhD
Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility
Seattle, Washington

Bruce Drew
Prairie Island Coalition
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Ellen Thomas
Proposition One Committee
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Linda Gunter
Safe Energy Communication Council
Washington, DC

Don Moniak
Serious Texans Against Nuclear Dumping
Amarillo, Texas

Amanda Bahnson
Student Environmental Action Coalition
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Scott Portzline
Three Mile Island Alert
Pennsylvania

Marylia Kelley

Tri-Valley CARES

(Communities Against a Radioactive Environment)
Livermore, California

Greg Wingard
Waste Action Project
Seattle, Washington

Ann Harris
We The People, Inc.
Ten Mile, Tennessee

Susan Shaer
Women's Action for New Directions
Arlington, Massachusetts

Joan King
Atlanta Women's Action for New Directions
Atlanta, Georgia

Evelyn Mauss and Joan Flynn
Women's International League for Peace & Freedom of
Rockaway, New York

Kevin Kamps
World Tree Peace Center
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Merav Datan
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Kev Hall



Dunedin, Florida

Molly Tan Hayden, MD
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Ira Helfand, MD
Co-founder and Past President, Physicians for Social Responsibility
Leeds, Massachusetts

John J. Metz
Highland Hts., Kentucky

Nick Stanton
Great Barrington, Massachusetts
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Kay Cumbow
Citizens For Alternatives to Chemical Contamination, and Citizens For a Healthy Planet

Gordon Edwards, Ph.D, President
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility
Montreal, Canada

Jean-Pierre Morichaud
Le Forum Plutonium
Venterol, France

Velma Shearer
Neighbors in Need
Englewood, Ohio

Dr. A. Muhl, president
PSR/IPPNW Switzerland
Zurich, Switzerland

Richard Boren
Southwest Toxic Watch
Tucson, Arizona

Nichigu Asangha
Japan

A. Nidecker, M.D., Asst. professor of radiology
Basel, Switzerland



