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More than ten years after the end of the Cold war, Russia and the U.S. still
maintain thousands of nuclear weapons in a high-alert posture -- ready for
immediate launch. This nuclear posture compresses decision time for leaders in
both nations to a matter of just minutes and increases the chances of nuclear war
starting by accident or miscalculation. We believe the Presidents of Russia and
the U.S. should work together to devise operational changes in the nuclear forces
of their respective nations that would result in the verifiable *'standing-down™" of
these nuclear forces. This would increase considerably the launch-decision time
for each President and profoundly reduce the risk of accidental nuclear war.
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