
Heating, Rent,      Medicine?OR

NEARLY 37%
of low-income 

households went without 
health care to pay for 

energy 

19% BECAME ILL
because their homes were 

too cold

34 % DID NOT
fill a prescription or took 

less than full dose
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6 % 
of energy assistance 

recipients were evicted 
from rental units

4 % 
Faced foreclosure, 

exacerbating 
homelessness 

Other residential emissions

Low-income households 
eligible for assistance 
(361,000 in 2011) 

19% 3% 

Low-income homes are less efficient than the 
average home: On average they use 50 percent more energy per square 
foot for heating than the average household. 

Many landlords refuse 
to allow access to their 
rental properties even 

though efficiency 
improvements are 

offered at no cost to 
them.

Low-income 
households are more 

likely to have older, 
less efficient 
appliances

The Problem: Low-income households in Maryland face impossible choices 
between paying for energy, health, food, and housing. A 2011 national survey showed 
that in the prior five years:   

About 1/5th of all 
residential fires are 

attributable to home 
energy, including some 

due to residents attempt 
to heating and lighting 

with non-traditional 
means. 

The Solution
An Affordable Energy Program with Efficiency and Solar Energy

The Benefits to Maryland

INVEST IN SOLAR ENERGY EXPAND EFFICIENCY 
AND WEATHERIZATION 

REDUCE OR 
ELIMINATE THE NEED 

FOR ASSISTANCE 

MARYLAND’S 
ENERGY-RELATED GHG 

EMISSIONS 

THE ENERGY BURDEN:  
the percent of income families spend on 

energy costs:

Average 
households 
have energy 
burdens of 

3-4% 

THE FOUNDATION: 
An Affordable Energy Program 

Under this program proposed by 
the Public Service Commission’s 

staff, energy burdens for 
low-income households in MD 

would be limited to 

6% of gross income. 
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The combination of investments in solar energy, efficiency, and weatherization will reduce the 
amount of assistance needed in the future. In many cases, the bills will be below six percent of 
income, eliminating the need for assistance for those households. 

State energy assistance programs should allow units to switch from 
using fossil fuels, especially propane and fuel oil, to efficient electric 
HVAC systems. This will save money and reduce emissions. 

SWITCH FROM FOSSIL FUELS TO HVAC SYSTEMS

DECREASE COST OF ASSISTANCE:
SAVE MONEY ON HEALTH AND 
HOUSING COSTS (rounded) 

2017

2031

2. 3.
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A decrease of 
10 million metric tons 

of CO2 over a 15 year 
implementation period

 
Energy and home improvement 

programs work to prevent 
homelessness and can lead to a 

8 fold decrease in 
foreclosure notices 

REDUCE AIR  POLLUTANTS 3. PREVENT HOMELESSNESS

$28,000 saved per 
homelessness prevented

IMPOSSIBLE CHOICES:

+

LIMIT ENERGY BURDENS 
TO 6 PERCENT

1.

www.ieer.org

Low-income 
households 
have energy 
burdens of 

10-20% or more

+

$29 million 
added costs

$7 million in savings 
over current program

$73 million in savings 
over current program

$2 million direct 
costs savings

The energy justice report is part of 
IEER’s Renewable Maryland Project, 
funded by the Town Creek Foundation
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